THIRTY-SEVENTH  ANNIVERSARY. 


The  Thirty-Seventh  Anniversary  of  the  New  York  Female  Bible  Society  was 
held  at  the  American  Bible  Society  House,  in  Nassau  Street,  April  14,  1853. 

Rev.  Dr.  Brigham  presided,  and  read  a  portion  of  Scripture. 

The  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  then  read  by  Joseph  Hyde, 
Esq. 

The  Society  was  then  ably  addressed  by  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  D.D.  The 
Board  subsequently  requested  a  copy  for  publication,  which  was  granted ;  and  the 
address  is  herewith  presented. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Board  of  Managers  should  meet  on  the  first  Thursday 
in  May,  and  that  the  first  meeting  in  the  Autumn  should  be  on  the  first  Thursday 
in  November. 

The  Benediction  was  then  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brigham,  and  the  meet¬ 
ing  adjourned. 

The  Secretary’s  Report  was  prepared  by  Mrs.  Olin,  and  the  Treasurer’s  Report 
by  Miss  Downes. 


OFFICERS  AND  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 

NEW  YORK  FEMALE  AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1853. 


OFFICERS. 

Mrs.  DAVID  CODWISE,  First  Directress. 

Mrs.  WM.  B.  ASTOR,  Second  Directress. 

Mrs.  JOHN  WURTS,  Recording  Secretary. 

Mrs.  CHARLOTTE  DE  KOVEN,  Treasurer. 

Miss  CAROLINE  MURRAY,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Note. — In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Olin  was  appointed 
Secretary,  pro  tem.y  and  Miss  Downes,  Treasurer,  pro  tem. 


MANAGERS. 


Mrs.  James  Roosevelt. 

“  De  Witt  Clinton. 

“  Banyer. 

“  D.  H.  Wickham. 

“  George  Warner. 

“  Mahlon  Day. 

“  Lindley  M.  Hoffman. 
“  De  Witt. 
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“  Joshua  Clibborn. 

“  Nicholson. 

“  F.  A.  Livingston. 

“  Anson  G.  Phelps. 

“  Barf. 

“  Joseph  Hyde. 

“  Dr.  Olin. 

“  Archibald  McVickar. 
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Mrs.  Samuel  G.  Smith. 

“  S.  J.  Beebee. 

“  Graham. 

“  J.  A.  Kennedy.  ; 

“  L.  Baker. 

“  G.  G.  Howland. 

“  Richard  Irvin. 

“  Wm.  Truslow. 

“  Thomas  C.  Doremus. 

“  Hawxhurst. 

Miss  Murray. 

“  Jay. 

“  Kissam. 

“  Smith. 

“  Charlotte  O.  Downes. 
“  Duffie. 

“  Alida  Van  Schaick. 

“  Amarantha  Miller. 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS  OF  THIS  SOCIETY 


Mr.  George  Pomeroy. 

Mrs,  Silas  Brown. 

“  Marianne  Howland. 
Mr.  John  Howard  Wurts. 


Miss  Gertrude  Dupuy. 
Mrs.  Jane  A.  Roosevelt. 
“  R.  M.  Tyson. 

“  Robert  Swartwout. 


COMMITTEES 


OF  THE  DIFFERENT  CHURCHES  REPRESENTED  IN  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 
OF  THE  NEW  YORK  FEMALE  AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


St.  Thomas’  Epis.  Ch. 

Ascension  Epis.  Ch.  -  - 

St.  George’s  Epis.  Ch. 

Grace  Epis.  Ch. .  . 

St.  Mark’s  Epis.  Ch.  . 

St.  Stephen’s  Epis.  Ch.  - 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Epis.  Ch.  - 
Holy  Communion  Epis.  Ch.  - 
Calvary  Epis.  Ch. - 

St.  Peter’s  Epis.  Ch.,  Chelsea.  . 

St.  Thomas’  Epis.  Ch.,  Ravenswood. 
Holy  Trinity  Epis.  Ch.,  Brooklyn.  •  - 

Christ  Epis.  Ch.,  Brooklyn.  - 

St.  Peter’s  Epis.  Ch.,  Brooklyn.  — 
Clifton  Epis.  Ch.,  Staten  Island.  - 

% 

John  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.  — 

Mulberry  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.  . 

Duane  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.  - 

Forsyth  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch. - 


f  Mrs.  L.  Baker. 

“  Warren. 

“  Dr.  Green. 

“  G.  C.  Collins. 

[  Miss  Duffie. 

i  Mrs.  Astor. 

“  Barf. 

I  “  De  Koven. 

\  Mrs.  Gillett. 

I  Miss  C.  0.  Downes. 

)'  Mrs.  Archibald  McVickar. 
|  “  Waldron  Pell. 

Mrs.  Gerard  Stuyvesant. 

Miss  Bailey. 

(  Mrs.  Wetmore. 

“  Baylis. 

(  “  Carter. 

Mrs.  Lindley  M.  Hoffman. 

(  Mrs.  Niell. 

“  Little. 

{  “  Francis  Dominick. 

(  Mrs.  Anable. 

|  “  Church. 

Mrs.  Becbee. 

1  Mrs.  Gordon. 

I  “  Fuller. 

(  Mrs.  Clibborn. 

“  Nicholson. 

(  “  Slipper. 

I  Mrs.  J.  Stearns. 

<  “  A.  Burroughs. 

(  “  Hannah  Hurd. 

I  Mrs.  D.  II.  Wickham. 

I  “  Wm.  Aspinwall. 

j  Mrs.  Samuel  G.  Smith. 

I  “  R.  C.  Bull. 

f  Mrs.  Ralph  Mead,  Jr. 

“  Wm.  Truslow. 

1  “  C.  R.  Deuel. 

[  Miss  Caroline  Mead. 

(  Mrs.  J.  A.  Kennedy. 

(  Miss  Ann  E.  Oakley. 

(  Miss  Truslow. 

I  “  Field. 
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Seventh  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.  . 

Greene  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch. - - 

Eighteenth  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch. - — 

Seventeenth  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch. - - 

Bedford  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.  . . 

Sullivan  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.  * 


(  Mrs.  Graham. 

“  J.  Raynor. 

(  “  W.  J.  Barnes. 

(  Mrs.  M.  Palmer. 

|  “  AVorrell. 

|  Mrs.  Martindale. 

(  “  Myers. 

j  Mrs.  Holdich. 
j  “  Dr.  Olin. 

(  Mrs.  Coon. 

“  Bigelow. 

(  Miss  Van  Schaiek. 

Mrs.  Tittle. 


Second  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch. 
Vestry  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch. 


Mrs.  Edward  Perris. 

(  Mrs.  Esley  Melius, 
j  Bliss  E.  Romer. 


Willett  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch. - 

Madison  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch. - 

Ninth  St.  M.  E.  Ch.  of  the  Home  Mission. 


Mrs.  Poster. 

Bliss  Johnson. 

BIrs.  Inskip. 

Bliss  C.  Clapp. 

BIrs.  A.  II.  Throckmorton. 


Twenty-Seventh  St.  Bleth.  Epis.  Ch. 


BIrs.  J.  Stephenson. 
“  Pulman. 


Thirtieth  St.  Bleth.  Epis.  Ch. 


BIrs.  P.  II.  Williams. 


Norfolk  St.  Bleth.  Epis.  Ch. 


Bliss  S.  Palmer. 


Jane  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.  - 

York  St.  Bleth.  Epis.  Ch.,  Brooklyn. 

Fourteenth  St.  Presh.  Ch.  - 

Broome  St.  Presb.  Ch. - - 

Bladison  Sq.  Presh.  Ch.  — 


BIrs.  J.  Blontgomery. 

(  BIrs.  Bayles. 

(  “  E.  Downes. 

j  BIrs.  Asa  D.  Smith. 

I  “  Wm.  E.  Dodge. 

j  BIrs.  A.  A.  Wood. 

I  Bliss  Maynard. 

(  BIrs.  Carpenter. 

“  Wickham. 

(  “  S.  P.  Williams. 


Mercer  St.  Presb.  Ch. 


Bleeeker  St.  Presb.  Ch. 


(  Mrs.  II.  Beekman. 

“  C.  Butler. 

(  “  Ellett. 

i  BIrs.  James  Roosevelt. 

“  Edward  J.  Woolsev. 
(  “  E.  R.  Conkling. 


University  PL  Presb.  Ch. . - . 

Fifth  Av.  Presb.  Ch.,  cor.  Nineteenth  St.  -  -  - 
Rutgers  St.  Presb.  Ch.  . 


BIrs.  John  Wurts. 

“  G.  G.  Howland. 

BIrs.  Hvde. 

“  Walker. 

“  Bruen. 

BIrs.  Colton. 


Brick  Presb.  Ch. 


1  BIrs.  Nixon. 

“  Daniel  Lord 
(  Bliss  Blurray 
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Seventh  Presb.  Ch.,  Broome  St. 

Carmine  St.  Presb.  Ch. - 

Allen  St.  Presb.  Ch.  -  -  - 


j  Mrs.  Hatfield, 
t  “  Lewis. 

(  Mrs.  T.  H.  Skinner,  Jr. 
|  “  Wliittemore. 

J  Miss  1ST.  Thatcher, 

j  “  E.  Atwater. 


Fifteenth  St.  Presb.  Ch.  - 

North  Presb.  Ch.,  Thirty-Second  St. 

Canal  St.  Presb.  Ch. - - 

Houston  St.  Presb.  Ch. - - 

West  Twentieth  St.  Presb.  Ch. — 


j  Mrs.  Ward. 

(  Mrs.  Duncan. 

\  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Smith. 
|  “  Lee. 


|  Mrs.  Edwin  Curtis. 

I  “  E.  Henry  Burger. 

j  Mrs.  Clark. 

/  Miss  Livingston. 


Scotch  Presb.  Ch.  - - 

Reformed  Presb.  Ch. - 

Franklin  St.  Presb.  Ch. - 

% 

Twenty-Second  St.  Presb.  Ch. - 

Church  of  the  Puritans,  Presb.,  Union  Sq. 

Spring  St.  Presb.  Ch. . 

Chelsea  Presb.  Ch.  - 

Stapleton  Dutch  Ref.  Ch. - 

Dutch  Ref.  Ch.,  Washington  Square - 

South  Dutch  Ch. . . . . 

Dutch  Ch.,  Broome  St. . . . 

Collegiate  Dutch  Churches - - 


('  Mrs.  McElroy. 

“  Robert  Taylor. 

■j  “  Samuel  Cochran. 

“  W.  Watt. 

[  “  T.  Frazier. 

(  Mrs.  McLeod. 

“  Arrell. 

(  “  John  Pollock. 

i 

1  Mrs.  McLaren. 

“  Moore. 

(  Miss  M'Clure. 

Mrs.  Huntington. 

f  Mrs.  Cheever. 

“  M'Namee. 
j  “  Child. 

[  “  Kingsley. 

1  Mrs.  Dr.  Campbell. 

Ronton. 

(.  “  Starr. 

1  Mrs.  Scudder. 

“  Salmon. 

1  Miss  Kane. 

(  Mrs.  Thompson. 

(  Tompkins. 

(  Mrs.  De  W  itt  Clinton. 
)  Miss  Yan  Sc-haick. 

(  Mrs.  Doremus. 

I  “  Dr.  S.  Miller. 

(  Mrs.  Fisher, 

j  “  J.  S.  Woodward. 

f  Mrs.  F.  A.  Livingston, 
j  “  J.  D.  Oliver. 

“  McBride. 

[  Miss  Brasher. 


Market  St.  Dutch  Ch. 


Mrs.  T.  Williams. 
“  Dr.  Ferris. 
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Dutch  Ch.,  Franklin  St.  . . 

Dutch  Ch.,  cor.  Greene  St.  and  Houston  — 

Twenty-First  St.  Dutch  Ch. . . 

Dutch  Ch.,  cor.  Bleecker  and  Amos - 


(  Mrs.  J.  G.  Fisher. 

/  “  Dr.  Hardenberg. 

(  Mrs.  Matilda  0.  Gordon. 

(  Miss  Matilda  Tappan. 

j  Mrs.  A.  B.  Fraser. 

(  “  G.  C.  Gordon. 

(  Mrs.  T.  B.  Richards. 

I  Miss  R.  Vendover. 


Fiftieth  St.  Dutch  Ch.,  Mount  Pleasant  — 
Dutch  Reformed  Ch.,  Tompkinsville,  S.  I. -- 


Mrs.  Gerard  De  Peyster. 

“  James  W.  Beekman. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Sterling. 

“  Brett. 


Dutch  Reformed  Ch.,  Port  Richmond 


Mrs.  Bement. 


Tabernacle  Congregational  Ch. 


Plymouth  Congregational  Ch.,  Brooklyn  -  - 


Amity  St.  Baptist  Ch. 


\  Mrs.  Israel  Minor. 

I  “  George  Walker. 

(  Mrs.  Freeland. 

'  “  Pritchard. 

!  “  Taylor. 

“  W.  Beecher. 

“  W.  II.  Turner. 

I  Miss  Payne. 

(  Mrs.  Constant. 

I  Miss  H.  E.  Smith. 


Moravian  Ch. 


Society  of  Friends 


(  Mrs.  A.  B.  Clark. 

(  Miss  Bowman. 

(  Mrs.  Hawxhurst. 

“  Mahlon  Day. 

(  Miss  Elizabeth  Woodward. 
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The  Bible  is  God’s  free  gift  to  man ;  but  He  has 
left  it  with  His  church  to  give  or  to  withhold  it  from 
a  perishing  world.  He  has  poured  the  broad  river 
from  the  hollow  of  His  hand ;  but  it  is  for  man  to 
devise  means  to  convey  these  living  waters  to  every 
dwelling,  that  crowded  populations  may  be  blessed 
with  their  refreshing,  purifying  streams.  This  great 
truth  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  efforts ;  and  it  was 
the  wish  to  offer  the  cup  of  cold  water  to  the  thirsty 
soul  that  put  into  the  hearts  of  some  of  Christ’s  dis¬ 
ciples  to  form  the  New  York  Female  Bible  Society. 
It  was  organized  in  May,  1816,  the  day  after  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  so  that  it  may 
claim  the  honourable  distinction  of  being  the  first  of 
the  thirteen  hundred  auxiliaries,  now  to  be  found 
throughout  our  widely  extended  territory. 

The  Managers  (but  three  of  whom  now  remain  in 
the  Board)  began  their  work  in  humble  reliance  on 
the  Divine  aid,  obtaining  contributions,  where  they 
could,  and  distributing  the  Scriptures — selling  them 
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to  those  who  were  able  to  purchase,  and  giving-  freely 
to  the  destitute.  They  divided  the  city  into  districts, 
the  wants  of  which  they  endeavoured  to  supply. 
Other  societies,  however,  were  established  with  the 
same  objects  in  view;  and  as  it  was  found  that  all 
could  not  work  to  advantage  on  the  same  ground,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  leave  to  the  efficient  action 
of  the  New  York  Bible  Society  the  work  which  our 
Board  of  Managers  had  begun;  and  which,  every  year, 
is  increasing  in  magnitude  and  importance,  and  to 
re-organize.  While  the  public  collections  in  our 
churches  enable  the  New  York  Bible  Society  to  meet 
the  demands  of  this  great  metropolis,  our  plan  of  op¬ 
erations  is  to  secure  an  auxiliary  committee  to  obtain 
subscriptions  and  donations  in  every  church  in  our 
city.  As  these  moneys  are  received,  principally,  if 
not  entirely,  from  our  own  sex,  our  yearly  contribu¬ 
tion  may  be  considered  as  woman’s  offering  to  aid  in 
the  spread  of  that  Gospel  which  has  so  ennobled 
her  character  and  destiny.  Though  it  may  seem 
like  gleaning  grapes,  when  the  vintage  is  done,  yet 
we  find  many  a  rich  cluster  to  encourage  and  gladden 
our  hearts.  The  funds  we  collect,  with  hut  a  small 
deduction  to  purchase  Bibles  for  the  needy  within  our 
reach,  are  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Bible  Society, 
and  here  we  have  some  peculiar  grounds  for  gratitude 
and  encouragement.  We  were  the  first  to  enlist  fe¬ 
male  effort  in  this  cause,  and  we  have  contributed 
more  to  the  funds  of  the  Parent  Institution  than  any 
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other  auxiliary — the  sum  of  $6,032  09,  which  we  con¬ 
tribute  this  year,  making' our  aggregate  donations 
$70,035  98. 

Another  circumstance  we  may  mention.  During 
the  last  ten  years  we  have  collected  more  than  we 
did  the  previous  twenty-seven.  This  is  movement  in 
the  right  direction,  evidencing  a  desire  to  keep  pace 
with  the  growth  of  our  city,  and  the  increase  of  its 
population  and  wealth.  With  our  seventy-six  auxil¬ 
iaries  in  the  various  churches,  we  should  seek  every 
year  for  greater  efficiency  and  expansion.  There  is 
much  ground  to  be  possessed — the  horizon  recedes  as 
we  advance — the  labours  of  missionaries  are  prepa¬ 
ring  thousands  of  readers  for  our  Bibles,  and  we  need 
vigorous  efforts  to  meet  the  increasing  demand.  It  is 
our  privilege  to  consider  some  of  these  calls  as  ad¬ 
dressed  to  us.  Other  auxiliaries  have  their  own  local 
neighbourhoods  dependent  upon  them  for  supply ;  but 
our  funds,  with  but  a  slight  deduction,  go  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  Parent  Institution,  to  send  Bibles  to 
the  waste  places  at  home,  or  to  foreign  lands.  This 
inspiring  thought  may  stimulate  our  flagging  zeal  in 
the  sometimes  distasteful  task  of  collecting  money. 
And  surely  could  we  follow  some  of  the  Bibles  sent, 
it  may  be,  through  our  efforts, — could  we  see  the 
little  girl  on  Mount  Lebanon  who  can  repeat  the 
whole  New  Testament ;  the  hundred  Armenian  wo¬ 
men  in  Aintab  taught  to  read  the  Word  by  the  boys 
in  the  mission  school ;  the  educated  Chinese  with 
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this  Revelation  of  Truth  in  their  hands, — and  learn 
that  the  Bible  is  becoming  The  Booh  of  the  East, 
where  climate,  scenery,  and  social  life,  illustrate  its 
narratives  and  descriptions, — we  would  rejoice,  that 
such  fruitful  fields  are  opened  to  our  culture.  The 
announcement,  as  made  at  the  last  anniversary  of  the 
Bible  Society,  that  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  thou¬ 
sand  Bibles,  in  twenty-seven  languages,  had  been  cir¬ 
culated  during  the  year,  would  have  for  us  a  deep  sig¬ 
nificance  ;  the  Macedonian  cry  would  sound  in  our 
ears  from  many  a  hill  side,  and  from  many  a  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death  ;  and  we  would  surely  go  forth 
to  our  appointed  work  with  thankful  hearts  that  God 
permits  us  to  be  co-labourers  with  Him  in  sending  this 
light  to  guide  the  feet  of  those  who  walk  in  darkness. 

In  these  efforts  we  invite  the  co-operation  of  all. 
We  welcome  among  us  the  representatives  of  the 
new  churches  in  our  city, — of  the  feeble  mission 
churches  which  are  struggling  for  an  existence. 
While  we  ask,  in  the  Master’s  name,  for  the  large 
gifts  of  the  rich,  we  love  to  gather  from  the  poor  the 
mites  upon  which  our  Saviour  has  pronounced  a  per¬ 
petual  benediction.  In  a  mission  church,  but  newly 
planted  in  a  densely  populated  part  of  our  city,  a 
cheerful  offering  of  fifty  dollars  was  recently  made  to 
the  Bible  Cause  by  the  congregation  of  poor  hard¬ 
working  people,  who  are  putting  forth  every  effort 
to  build  a  house  where  they  may  call  upon  the  name 
of  the  Lord. 
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From  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in  faith,  there 
occasionally  flashes  out  a  gleam  of  their  hidden  treas¬ 
ure,  revealing  its  excellency  and  beauty.  Such  an 
one,  some  time  since,  met  the  eye  of  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Board,  and  as  the  incident  administered 
to  her  a  timely  rebuke,  and  encouragement  to  patient 
continuance  in  well  doing,  it  may  he  allowed  a  place 
here.  It  was  on  the  evening  of  a  day,  when  wearied 
with  labour,  and  somewhat  impatient  at  the  de¬ 
mands  made  upon  her  time  and  strength,  this  lady 
wished  to  receive  no  visiters.  One  however  gained 
admittance,  and,  with  quick  step  and  bright  eye  and 
sparkling  countenance,  advanced  towards  her.  “  I 
have  come,”  said  she,  “  to  bring  a  small  donation  to 
the  Bible  Society ;  it  is  only  seventeen  dollars ,  and  I 
wished  to  make  it  twenty,  but  I  thought  I  had 
better  bring  it  at  once,  lest  Satan  should  tempt  me 
to  withhold  it.  My  daughter  wished  me  to  buy  a 
shawl  with  it,  but  this,"  said  she,  as  she  folded  her 
thin  shawl  about  her,  “  has  lasted  me  two  winters, 
and  I  will  make  it  do  for  another.  I  have  but  a 
short  time  left  to  work  for  Jesus.”  A  few  questions 
elicited  her  simple  story.  She  had  lost  her  husband 
and  children,  and  was  left  with  one  daughter  to  sup¬ 
port  herself  by  her  own  exertions.  She  kept  a  little 
school  up  two  pair  of  stairs,  and  during  the  previous 
winter,  when  confined  to  her  bed  by  rheumatism,  her 
willing  hands  cut  and  fashioned  cast-off'  clothing 
(sent  at  her  request  by  the  parents  of  her  scholars) 
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into  garments,  which  she  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
put  on  poor  children  in  her  upper  room.  The  cares 
ol  eighty  winters  had  silvered  her  hair,  but  they  had 
not  dimmed  her  eye;  nor  had  the  heavy,  outward 
trials  ol  her  lot  disturbed  the  peaceful  quiet  of  her 
heart.  When  asked  if  she  was  always  happy,  she 
replied,  “  Yes,  except  when  my  Lord  hideth  from 
me  the  light  of  His  countenance,  like  the  bride  in  the 
Canticles,  and  then  I  mourn  for  Him  whom  my  soul 
loveth ;  and  I  look  out  of  the  window  to  watch  for 
His  coming.”  Three  dollars  were  added  to  the  sev¬ 
enteen  by  one  of  the  managers  to  constitute  this 
woman,  who  had  “  done  what  she  could,”  a  life  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Society. 

The  perfect  harmony  which  has  ever  characteri¬ 
zed  the  meetings  of  this  Board  of  Managers  from  the 
various  religious  denominations  has  been  a  subject  of 
grateful  praise.  We  feel  that  the  tie,  that  binds  us 
together,  has  in  it  the  strength  of  immortality,  while 
the  dividing  lines  fade  away,  as  the  light  shines  more 
brightly  from  above.  One,  who  has  entered  into  the 
enjoyment  of  a  higher  fellowship,  set  apart  the  day 
of  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board  as  a  day  of  spe¬ 
cial  prayer  for  the  Bible  Cause.  Another  said,  that 
the  room  in  which  we  are  accustomed  to  meet  was  to 
her  a  sacred  place;  and  that  she  felt  on  entering  it, 
as  if  she  were  approaching  the  Throne  of  Grace. 
We  trust  that  these  hallowed  associations  may  be 
transferred  to  the  new  room,  in  the  beautiful  house 
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soon  to  be  dedicated  to  holy  uses,  and  that  labourers 
may  there  assemble  from  time  to  time,  prepared  by 
comprehensive  views  of  Christian  responsibility  and 
duty,  to  join  together  in  a  work,  where  there  is  “  scope 
for  little  differences  of  opinion  in  the  mightier  concords 
of  a  large  Charity.” 


It) 


THIRTY-SEVENTH 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


NEW  YORK  FEMALE  AUXILIARY  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH 
C.  0.  DOWNES,  TREASURER,  PRO  TEM. 


Dr. 

April  5th,  1853. 

To  Cash  paid  American  Bible  Society^  for  Bibles  and 

Testaments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $356  62 

as  Donations  .  6,032  09 

$6,388  71 


Or. 

April  5th,  1853. 

By  Cash  received  from  Ascension  Church,  including  $150 
to  constitute  the  Rev.  Dr.  Turner  a  L.  D.  of  the 
A.  B.  S. ;  also  $30  from  Mrs.  Anna  Watts,  to  con¬ 
stitute  the  Rev.  Philip  Berry  a  L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S.  $270  00 

from  St.  Mark’s  Church . 117  00 

“  from  Pearl  St.  Presbyterian  Church  .  .  58  56 

“  from  Bedford  St.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
including  $150  to  constitute  Rev.  D.  L.  Marks  a 

L.  D.  of  the  A.  B.  S. ;  also  $30  to  constitute  Ellen 

M.  Marks  a  L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S . 180  00 


Amount  carried  forward 


$625  56 
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By  amount  brought  forward . $625 

By  Cash  received  from  Dr.  Hutton’s  Dutch  Ref’d  Ch., 
Washington  Sq.,  including  $30  from  Miss  Burn¬ 
ham,  to  constitute  Mrs.  Ellen  Savage  a  L.  M.  of 
the  A.  B.  S. ",  $30  from  Mrs.  A.  B.  Hasbrouck,  to 
constitute  her  grandson,  Chester  Hasbrouck  Lillie, 
a  L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S. ;  $20  from  the  Misses  Pome¬ 
roy,  to  constitute  George  Pomeroy  a  L.  M.  of  the 
F.  A.  B.  S. ;  also  $10,  a  legacy  from  a  very  young 
lady . 289 

from  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Brooklyn  .  63 

“  from  Central  Presbyterian  Church,  Broome  St.  4 7 

“  from  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church  .  .  .  186 

from  Dr.  Potts’  Church,  University  Place,  inclu¬ 
ding  $20  from  Mrs.  John  Wurts,  to  constitute  Miss 
Gertrude  Dupuy  a  L.  M.  of  the  F.  A.  B.  S. ;  also 
$20  from  Mrs.  Silas  Brown,  to  constitute  herself  a 
L.  M.  of  the  F.  A.  B-  S. ;  also  $20  from  Mrs.  J.  A. 

Brown,  donation  to  F.  A.  B.  S. ;  also  $100  from 
Mrs.  G.  G.  Howland  to  F.  A.  B.  S.  .  .  .  300 

from  Bleecker  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  inclu¬ 
ding  $30  from  Mrs.  J.  Roosevelt,  to  constitute 

Jacob  B.  Jewett  a  L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S.  .  .  132 

“  from  Christ  Church,  Brooklyn  ....  179 

from  Mercer  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  including 
$30  from  Miss  Murray,  to  constitute  Mr.  Bronson 
Murray  a  L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S . 220 

“  from  North  Presbyterian  Church,  $20,  to  consti¬ 
tute  Mrs.  Jane  A.  Roosevelt  a  L.  M.  of  the  F.  A.B.S.  20 

“  from  South  Dutch  Ch. . 58 

from  Fifteenth  St.  Presbyterian  Ch.  .  .  85 

from  Hedding  Missionary  Ch.,  to  constitute  Mrs. 
Marienne  Howland  a  L.  M.  of  the  F.  A.  B.  S.  .  20 

“  from  Moravian  Missionary  Ch . 54 


17 

56 

12 

00 

00 

50 

00 

75 

38 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

75 


Amount  carried  forward 


.  $2,281  06 
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By  amount  brought  forward  ......  $2,281  06 

By  Cash  received  from  St.  George’s  Episcopal  Ch.  .  .  550  00 

from  Second  St.  Methodist  Episcopal  Cii.  .  8  00 

from  Grace  Cii.,  including  $60  from  P.  S.  Van 
Renssalaer,  to  constitute  Mrs.  P.  S.  Van  Renssa- 
laer  and  Franklin  Van  Renssalaer  L.  M’s  of  the 
A.  B.  S .  332  00 

from  St.  Bartholomew’s  Ch.,  including  $30  from 
Mrs.  Win.  C.  Wetmore,  to  constitute  Mary  L. 

Lovejoy  a  L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S. :  also  $30  to  con¬ 
stitute  V.  E.  Wetmore  a  L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S. ;  also 
$30  from  three  ladies  of  the  congregation,  to  con¬ 
stitute  Samuel  M.  Cooke  a  L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S.  .  235  50 

from  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian  Ch.,  corner  of 
Nineteenth  St.,  including  $30  from  Mrs.  J.  Hyde,  to 
constitute  her  granddaughter,  Kate  Hyde  Olmsted, 
a  L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S .  205  50 

from  Thirtieth  St.  Methodist  Episcopal  Ch.  .  5  00 

from  Brick  Cii.,  Beekman  St.,  including  $60  from 
Miss  M.  Murray,  to  constitute  Miss  Susan  Warner 
and  Miss  Mary  Bainbridge  L.  M’s  of  the  A.  B.  S. ; 
also  $10  to  complete  Mrs.  D.  Lord’s  1.  membership  227  00 

from  Rutgers  St.  Ch.  .....  85  63 

from  Greene  St.  Methodist  Episcopal  Ch.  .  .  23  00 

from  Reformed  Dutch  Cit.,  Tompkinsville,  Staten 
Island,  toward  constituting  their  pastor,  Rev.  P.  M. 

Brett,  a  L.  D.  of  the  A.  B.  S.  .  .  .  .  12  46 

t:  from  Mulberry  St.  Methodist  Episcopal  Ch., 

including  $30  to  constitute  Mrs.  Bishop  Janes  a 
L.  M.  of  the  A.  B.  S.;  also  $30  to  constitute  Rev. 

Mrs.  Martindale  a  L.  M.  of  A.  B.  S.  .  .  .  76  00 

from  St.  Thomas’  Episcopal  Cit.,  Broadway,  inclu¬ 
ding  $20  to  constitute  Mrs.  R.  M.  Tyson  a  L.  M. 
of  the  F.  A.B.  S . .  138  00 


Amount  carried  forward 


$4,179  15 
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By  amount  brought  forward . 

By  Cash  received  from  Dutch  Ch.,  Stapleton,  Staten  Island  . 

f<  from  Ninth  St.  Methodist  Episcopal  Mission 
Ch.,  $60  of  which  is  to  constitute  Mrs.  Mary 
Youngs  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Youngs  L.  M’s  of  the 
A.  B.  S . . 

“  from  Willett  St.  Ch . 

(!  from  St.  John’s  Ch.,  Clifton,  Staten  Island  . 

11  from  Collegiate  Dutch  Reformed  Ch. 

“  from  West  Twenty-Third  Street  Presbyterian 
Ch.,  $20,  to  be  returned  in  Bibles 

(£  from  St.  Peter’s  Ch.,  Brooklyn  .  .  .  . 

“  from  Vestry  St.  Methodist  Episcopal  Ch. 


$4,179  15 
82  00 


64  00 
7  00 

65  00 
204  00 

71  37 
11  00 

21  38 


from  Calvary  Ch.,  N.  Y.,  $30  of  which  is  for  Mrs. 

E.  Little,  to  constitute  her  aunt,  Mrs.  S.  Satterlee, 
a  L. M.  of  A.  B. S.  .  .  .  .  .  45  00 

from  St.  Thomas’  Ch.,  Ravenswood,  Long  Island, 
towards  constituting  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Waite  a  L.  D. 
of  the  A.  B.  S.  .  .  .  -  .  .  77  25 


from  Church  of  the  Puritans  ....  90  00 


from  Dutch  Ref’d  Ch.,  corner  Bleecker  and  Amos 
Streets,  $30  of  wrhich  to  constitute  their  associate 
pastor,  Rev.  C.  Cornell  Van  Arsdale,  a  L.  M.  of 
A.  B.  S .  59  00 

from  Chelsea  Presb.  Ch . .  112  00 

from  Market  St.  Baptist  Ch .  73  75 

from  Forsyth  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Cit.,  towTards  consti¬ 
tuting  their  pastor,  Rev.  J.  B.  Wakely,  a  L.  D.  of 
A.  B.  S .  50  75 

from  Sullivan  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.,  $30  of  which 
to  constitute  Mrs.  S.  Gidney  a  L.  M.  of  A.  B.  S. ; 
also  $15  towards  constituting  Mrs.  Jas.  Howland 
aL.  M.  of  A.  B.  S .  45  00 


Amount  carried  forward 


.  $5,257  65 
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By  amount  brought  forward  ....... 

By  Cash  received  from  Amity  St.  Baptist  Ch.  . 

from  Fourteenth  St.  Presb.  Cii.,  $30  of  which  to 
constitute  Boudinot  Currie  Atterbury  a  L.  M.  of 
A.  B.  S . 

from  Seventh  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Cii.,  including  $30 
to  constitute  Mr.  Peter  Badeau  a  L.  M.  of  A.  B.  S. ; 
also  $8  from  sale  of  Bibles  and  Testaments 

from  Ch.  of  Holy  Communion  .... 

from  St.  Peter’s  Cii.,  N.  Y.  . 

from  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.,  Duane  St . 

from  Dutch  Ref’d  Ch.,  Mount  Pleasant,  50th  St., 
toward  constituting  their  pastor,  Rev.  Chas.  Jame¬ 
son,  a  L.  M.  of  A.  B.  S. 

from  Mrs.  Banter  and  Miss  Jay,  by  Mrs.  Baker  . 

from  Mrs.  Hamilton  Fish,  by  Mrs.  Baker 

“  from  Mrs.  Banter  . . 

from  Miss  Jay . 

from  Mrs.  Henry  De  Koven  ..... 

from  Mrs.  IIawxhurst,  including  $5  from  herself, 
and  12*  cents  for  a  small  Testament  sold 

from  Mrs.  F.  Cousinery,  by  Mrs.  John  Wurts,  to 
constitute  John  Howard  Wurts  a  L.  M.  of  F.  A.  B.  S. 

Mrs.  Robert  Swartwout,  by  Mrs.  Carter,  to  con¬ 
stitute  herself  a  L.  M.  of  F.  A.  B.  S. 

“  from  Thos.  H.  Faile,  by  Mrs.  Irvin 

“  from  Richard  Irvin,  by  Mrs.  Irvin 

from  Miss  Phcebe  Ann  Daily,  Matron  of  House  of 
Refuge,  toward  constituting  herself  a  L.  M.  of 
F.  A.  B.  S.,  by  Mrs.  Hawxhurst  . 

from  sale  of  a  Bible  ...... 

Amount  carried  forward 


$5,257  60 
54  50 

63  00 

58  00 
40  00 
25  00 
60  00 

17  56 
100  00 

4  00 
100  00 

50  00 
10  00 

10  12 

20  00 

20  00 
50  00 
20  00 

5  00 
1  00 

$5,965  83 
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By  amount  brought  forward . $5,965  83 


By  Cash  received  from  Mrs.  Smith,  for  sale  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  ....... 

from  Various  Individuals,  by  Mrs.  Warren  . 

“  from  Mrs.  Hetman,  by  Mrs.  Baker 
“  from  Mrs.  Geisenheimer,  by  Mrs.  Nixon 

from  Two  Ladies,  including  $90  to  constitute  John 
C.  White,  L.  P.  N.  Balch,  Jr.,  and  Emma  W.  Cook, 
L.  M’s  of  A.  B.  S . 

*  £:  from  sale  of  two  Bibles,  by  a  lady  of  St.  Thomas’  Ch. 

from  Various  Individuals,  by  Committee  of  Christ 
Church,  Brooklyn . 

from  Miss  Arrell,  including  $8  from  Pupils  of 
Academy,  94  Houston  St.,  and  $12  from  a  Friend, 
toward  constituting  Miss  Arrell  a  L.  M.  of  A.  B.  S. 

from  Madison  St.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.,  to  constitute 
their  pastor,  Rev.  John  S.  Inskip,  a  L.  D.  of  A.B.  S. 


12  00 
11  25 

5  00 
2  00 

200  00 
2  00 

20  63 

20  00 

150  00 


Audited  and  found  correct, 


$6,388  71 


MARTHA  H.  WURTS, 

Recording  Secretary. 


ADDRESS  BY  REV.  DR.  SPRING. 


I  cannot  appear  before  you,  my  respected  friends,  without 
gratefully  acknowledging  your  courtesy  in  desiring  me  to  ad¬ 
dress  you  on  topics  so  interesting  in  themselves,  and  so  fitting 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  New  York  Female  Bible  Society. 
It  is  no  deviation  from  the  ordinary  course  of  ministerial  in¬ 
struction,  to  address  the  friends  of  the  Bible  in  behalf  of  the 
Bible  Cause.  Nor  have  I  any  embarrassment  in  complying 
with  your  request,  except  from  the  difficulty  of  avoiding  the 
repetition  of  old  and  familiar  truths,  and  from  the  redundan¬ 
cy  of  thoughts  which  time  and  the  occasion  require  me  to 
suppress. 

Man  is  made  for  truth  ;  he  cannot  answer  the  end  of  his 
creation  without  the  attainment  of  truth.  He  has  capacities 
for  truth  ;  there  is  no  other  aliment  by  which  his  ever-acting, 
ever-thinking  mind  can  be  healthfully  sustained.  He  has  no 
joyous  existence  but  in  the  bright  and  permanent  realities  of 
truth.  This  was  his  original  element  and  native  clime.  He 
lived  in  it ;  now  gazing  at  its  meridian  sun-light,  now  repo¬ 
sing  under  its  soft  shade.  He  revelled  amid  its  flowers ;  drank 
the  freshness  of  its  streams;  inhaled  its  breezes,  and  became 
resplendent  with  its  splendour.  He  is  the  child  of  truth  ;  its 
very  twilight  cheers  him,  though  it  but  peers  through  his 
curtained  cradle.  Even  now  in  his  deep  apostacy,  he  has 
nothing  else  to  live  upon.  Ignorance  is  darkness  to  him ; 
error  scathes  his  intellect,  and  passes  over  it  like  the  winds 
of  autumn,  and  the  cold  breath  of  winter.  Error  in  every 
form  is  a  foul  blot  upon  the  page  of  his  intellectual  his¬ 
tory  ;  an  unseemly  excrescence  upon  the  fair  intelligence  with 
which  his  Maker  has  endowed  him.  It  is  only  by  a  perpet¬ 
ual  conflict  with  himself  that  he  is  a  “lover  of  darkness 
rather  than  light.”  He  is  everywhere  struggling  with  his 
own  condition ;  and  like  a  pale  and  sickly  plant,  is  still 
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seeking  the  pure  light  of  heaven,  even  though  it  be  a  solitary 
beam  piercing  the  crevices  of  his  dungeon. 

The  brightest  minds  in  the  pagan  world  were  thus,  like 
blindfolded  children,  “feeling  after  God,  if  haply  they  might 
find  him  longing  for  purer  skies,  and  sometimes  with  almost 
a  supernatural  buoyancy,  anticipating  the  dawn  of  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  that  has  since  risen  with  healing  in  his  beams. 
Yet  is  the  fact  never  to  be  lost  sight  of, — that  the  highest  intel¬ 
lectual  culture  of  pagan  lands  did  not  produce  piety,  intel¬ 
lect  can  be  safely  cultivated  only  where  religious  truth  lies  at 
the  basis  of  its  attainments.  Christianity  had  no  antagonists 
more  powerful  than  the  ancient  schools  of  pagan  philosophy  ; 
nor  has  she  now  any  severer  conflict  than  with  the  pride  of 
science,  and  the  infidelity  of  human  learning.  It  is  but 
polishing  the  weapon  of  the  assassin,  and  gilding  and  perfu¬ 
ming  the  poisonous  cup,  to  elevate  the  depraved  mind  of  man 
in  human  knowledge  without  giving'  it  the  knowledge  of 
God.  Little  deference  is  due  to  the  unaided  lights  of  reason 
and  nature.  “  Where  is  the  wise  ?  where  is  the  scribe  ?  where 
is  the  disputer  of  this  world  ?  Hath  not  God  made  foolish 
the  wisdom  of  this  world?”  We  pity  a  blind  man,  though 
he  have  the  intellect  of  Newton,  and  the  wealth  of  Croesus ; 
nor  do  we  pity  those  men  and  nations  less,  who,  gifted  and 
polished  as  they  may  be,  are  without  the  Bible? 

This  Book  of  God  is  a  most  wonderful  book.  It  has  pe¬ 
culiarities  which  belong  to  no  other  book,  and  rightfully 
occupies  a  place  which  no  other  book  occupies.  Everything 
asserts  its  Divine  origin,  and  claims  for  it  the  confidence  that 
is  due  to  its  Divine  Author.  Infinite  intelligence  and  infinite 
love  alone  could  have  made  it  what  it  is.  There  is  no  credulity 
in  the  faith  and  no  weakness  in  the  reason  that  receives  it 
as  the  Word  of  God.  Subject  the  proofs  of  its  Divine  origin 
to  what  ordeal  you  will,  and  it  will  come  forth  triumphant. 
Not  more  certainly  do  men  make  advances  in  human  knowl¬ 
edge,  than  the  result  of  their  researches  furnishes  new  dem¬ 
onstrations  of  its  high-born  source.  Human  research,  human 
subtilty,  human  pride  and  wickedness  may  do  their  worst ; 
and  they  can  never  invalidate  the  facts  ori  which  it  rests,  nor 
infringe  that  immense  variety  of  testimony  by  which  it  is 
substantiated,  nor  obscure  the  bright  cloud  of  glory  which 
overshadows  it.  Its  lessons  are  its  own,  and  they  are  convey¬ 
ed  in  its  own  way.  It  has  no  jugglery ;  no  false  rhetoric  ; 
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no  dogmatic  jargon  and  learned  technicalities  ;  no  subtle  soph¬ 
istry  ;  no  shallow  artifice.  It  connives  at  no  wickedness; 
countenances  no  errors ;  encourages  no  disappointed  expecta¬ 
tions. 

“  There  no  delusive  hope  invites  despair ; 

No  mockery  meets  you,  no  delusion  there ; 

The  spells  and  charms  that  blinded  you  before, 

All  vanish  there,  and  fascinate  no  more.”- 

Human  wisdom  has  no  part  in  it ;  it  shines  by  its  own 
light,  and  is  hallowed  by  its  own  sanctity. 

It  tells  us  of  earthly  things,  and  it  tells  us  of  those  that  are 
heavenly.  Every  department  of  human  knowledge  honours  it, 
and  every  sphere  of  human  influence  recognises  its  power.  It 
has  imparted  its  best  impulses  to  thought,  and  to  intellect  its 
greatest  expansion  and  brightest  radiance.  To  the  learned  it 
lias  given  a  sacred  and  baptized  literature  ;  to  the  nations  their 
freedom  ;  to  legislators  their  laws  ;  and  to  society  its  organiza¬ 
tion.  It  has  given  certainty  to  moral  science,  and  to  conscience 
it  has  prescribed  alike  its  rightful  prerogative  and  its  correlative 
obligations.  It  is  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  prac¬ 
tice  ;  and  therefore  the  only  Book  which  produces  substantial 
unity  of  principle,  aim,  and  character.  No  other  book  can  be 
relied  on  for  the  justness  of  its  moral  discriminations ;  and 
therefore  it  is  the  only  test  which  determines  eternal  destiny. 
It  is  no  stranger  to  the  wants  and  woes  of  man.  Go  where 
it  will,  it  meets  the  exigencies  of  every  community,  of  all 
classes  of  men  and  all  states  of  mind,  of  all  forms  of  human 
responsibility,  all  changes  in  human  affairs,  and  all  periods 
of  time.  It  teaches  by  truths  the  most  searching,  by  princi¬ 
ples  of  universal  application,  and  by  facts  of  universal  inter¬ 
est.  More  is  there,  within  these  comprehensive  pages,  which 
it  concerns  man  to  inquire  into,  to  believe,  to  know,  to  do,  to 
be  ;  more  of  the  great  end  of  his  existence ;  more  that  com¬ 
prises  the  purest  character  and  the  holiest  joy  ;  more  of  hope, 
of  immortality  and  heaven  ;  than  reason  and  philosophy  could 
acquire  by  the  toil  of  interminable  ages.  It  speaks  to  the 
heart  and  conscience  as  man  cannot  speak,  and  teaches  with 
an  authority  with  which  man  cannot  teach.  Man  addresses 
man  as  his  fellow  ;  the  teacher  sustaining  the  same  relation 
with  the  taught.  God  addresses  him  as  his  subject,  his 
creature.  Man  enforces  his  teaching  by  reason,  by  argument, 
by  time,  and  by  considerations  that  terminate  in  the  grave ; 
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Grod,  by  authority,  by  infinite  love  and  infinite  justice,  by 
eternal  sanctions  and  recompenses.  It  teaches  with  an  ef¬ 
fectiveness  which  dullness  and  obduracy  cannot  resist,  nor 
pride  oppose.  It  pours,  now  its  silvery,  now  its  trumpet- 
tongued  notes  on  the  ear,  awakening  the  careless,  to  the 
anxious  imparting  its  counsels,  to  the  doubting  its  confidence, 
and  to  the  lost  its  Saviour. 

This  Book  alone  preserves  the  knowledge  and  worship  of 
the  true  Glod  in  the  world,  and  gives  its  force  and  sanction  to 
those  institutions  which  are  the  wisdom  of  Gfod  and  the  power 
of  Giod  to  salvation.  It  is  the  only  Book  which  is  destined  to 
live  ;  which  will  stand  abreast  with  all  social  advancement ; 
which  will  become  brighter  with  the  brightening  ages  of  time, 
and  the  brighter  characters  of  men.  The  time  is  coming 
when  it  will  be  more  universally  valued  than  all  other  books. 
Ignorance  will  hail  it  as  the  light  of  the  world ;  sin  will 
recognise  it  as  the  great  healer,  and  sorrow  as  its  sovereign 
antidote.  A  superficial  glance  at  it  carries  us  far  beyond  the 
confines  of  the  earth  on  which  we  dwell ;  while  the  more 
carefully  we  inspect  it,  the  more  our  admiration  of  it  is 
heightened,  and  the  more  are  we  constrained  to  exclaim,  “0 
the  depth  of  the  wisdom !”  There  is  nothing  we  feel  more 
deeply,  than  that  its  treasures  are  inexhaustible,  and  that 
we  can  never  grasp  the  full  measure  of  its  wonders.  There 
are  resemblances  in  other  books,  and  even  in  all  false  religions. 
Learned  men  have  told  us  that  the  Zend  Avesta  of  the  Per¬ 
sians,  the  Veda  of  the  Brahmins,  the  Koran  of  the  Turks,  the 
Edda  of  the  Scandinavians,  the  Philosophy  of  Confucius, 
and  the  Sanscrit  Poems  have  all  a  common  train  of  thought, 
and  are  expressive  of  the  crude  notions  of  fallen  humanity. 
But  the  Bible  is  like  no  other  book  in  the  world.  It  stands 
out  in  the  great  temple  of  the  universe,  a  single  and  lone 
monument  of  its  Divine  Architect.  Carry  it  where  you  will, 
it  is  a  new  Book.  No  enlightened  man,  who  had  never  seen 
it  before,  could  read  it  without  astonishment.  It  is  a  per¬ 
fectly  original  volume.  Read  it  to  the  Dervish  or  the  Man¬ 
darin,  to  the  Tartar  or  the  Hottentot,  and  they  would  alike 
wonder  at  its  truths,  and  look  upon  it  as  a  miracle.  The 
Bible  was  revealed  for  man ;  and  man  was  made  for  the  Bible. 
The  counterpart  is  perfect ;  if  the  human  mind  could  but  be 
cast  in  this  mould  of  light  and  love,  it  would  come  out  in  all 
the  forms  of  beauty  and  loveliness,  a  new  created  mind. 
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Ought  this  Bible  to  be  given  to  the  world  ?  Shall  it  be 
given  to  the  world  ?  And  if  it  is  given,  is  there  any  reason 
to  hope  for  the  world's  renovation?  I  have  but  one  answer 
to  this  last  question,  and  that  is  in  the  words  of  the  Bible 
itself :  “As  the  rain  cometh  down,  and  the  snow  from  heaven, 
and  returneth  not  thither,  but  watereth  the  earth,  and  rnaketh 
it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower, 
and  bread  to  the  eater :  so  shall  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth 
out  of  my  mouth :  it  shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it 
shall  accomplish  that  which  I  please,  and  prosper  in  the  thing 
whereto  I  sent  it.”  Whether  it  shall  be  given  to  the  world, 
is  a  question  to  be  decided  by  the  faith  and  patience,  by  the 
prayers,  the  liberality,  and  enterprise  of  Christian  lands. 
A  hether  it  ought  to  be  given  to  the  world,  strange  to  say,  is 
a  question  which  drives  us  to  the  field  of  thorny  controversy. 
There  is  one  remarkable  feature  in  the  character  of  this  Book, 
— there  is  no  other  book  which  every  virtuous  mind  in  the  uni¬ 
verse  so  ardently  loves,  and  no  other  which  is  so  vigorously 
hated  and  opposed  by  minds  that  are  wicked  and  vicious. 
Of  all  books  in  the  world,  it  is  the  one  which  errorists  are 
afraid  to  disseminate,  and  which  the  friends  of  truth  would 
fain  disperse  on  the  wings  of  every  wind. 

The  night  of  superstition  has  not  passed  away ;  nor  is  the 
controversy  yet  decided  between  the  powers  of  light  and  the 
powers  of  darkness.  It  is  an  old  controversy  in  older  lands  ; 
but  it  has  not  changed  either  in  its  character,  its  aims,  its 
tactics,  or  its  strategy,  in  this  new  world.  It  is  still  identi¬ 
fied  with  all  that  is  valuable  in  Christian  truth  and  liberty, 
in  man’s  salvation  and  (Tod’s  glory.  Sooner  or  later,  every 
friend  of  the  Bible  must  take  an  interest  in  it,  put  on  the 
heavenly  panoply,  and  make  the  aggressive  movement  with 
this  shield  of  faith  in  his  hand.  As  Protestants,  we  occupy 
common  ground.  We  profess  to  love  the  Bible ;  nor  can  we 
say  too  much  in  commendation  of  the  efforts  of  Christians  of 
every  name  to  give  it  an  unconfined  range  throughout  the 
world.  The  empire  of  passion  and  self  interest  ever  have 
been,  and  ever  will  be  opposed  to  the  empire  of  truth.  Hinc 
illce  laclirymce!  We  have  no  sympathy  with  these  apprehen¬ 
sions.  The  Bible  has  no  sympathy  with  them,  and  no  tears 
to  shed  over  its  widest  diffusion.  The  Bible  and  Rome  are 
conflicting  elements ;  they  never  come  in  contact  without 
coming  in  collision.  What  that  Book  speaks  to  one,  it  speaks 
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to  all ;  to  the  priesthood  and  to  the  people.  Its  words  have 
gone  forth  to  the  end  of  the  world;  and  it  is  vain  for  Rome  to 
attempt  to  limit  their  echo  by  the  seven  hills.  And  why  should 
it  not  go  through  all  the  earth  ?  Of  what  conceivable  use  are 
the  Scriptures  if  they  may  not  he  read?  Can  anything  be 
more  irrational,  more  unworthy  of  a  mind  that  is  really  hon¬ 
est,  and  professes  to  be  earnest  in  its  desires  after  the  truth 
of  Grod,  than  the  withholding  that  truth  from  the  masses  ? 
How  can  the  Church  of  God  be  the  depositary  of  the  “  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints,”  unless  she  herself  is  the  deposi¬ 
tory  of  G-od’s  unadulterated  Word  ;  and  how  can  she  let  her 
light  shine  so  long  as  she  puts  it  under  a  bushel  ?  The  true 
faith  rests  now  just  where  it  rested  in  the  days  of  primitive 
Christianity, — on  the  testimony  of  the  Prophets  and  Apostles, 
Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner  stone.  There  is 
no  other  ultimate  reason  or  ground  of  it  in  any  age  of  the 
world  than  the  Bible.  Far  distant  be  the  day  when  this 
great  Protestant  principle  shall  be  loosely  held  by  the  mothers 
and  daughters  of  this  fair  land  !  No  matter  by  what  name  it 
may  be  called,  nor  however  time-honoured,  nor  however  con¬ 
secrated  by  the  decisions  of  fallible  men  ;  we  may  well  sus¬ 
pect  a  religion,  all  the  tendencies  of  which  are  to  produce  a 
neglect  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Is  it  so,  that  G-od’s  Word  is 
not  worthy  of  confidence,  and  that  it  is  an  unsafe  Book  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  people  ?  May  not  search  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  !  Who  says  this  ?  Where  is  it  to  be  found  in  the 
Word  of  G-od  ?  Which  of  the  Prophets  utters  it  ? — which  of 
the  Apostles  ?  Oh !  away  with  it !  An  enemy  hath  done  this. 
Protect  the  human  mind  against  the  influence  of  God's  truth  ! 
as  though  it  were  a  corrupt  fountain,  and  these  waters  of 
life  were  poisoned  at  their  source  !  No,  no.  Man  is  formed 
for  truth.  “  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth  ;  thy  word  is 
truth.”  “  Search  the  Scriptures ;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye 
have  eternal  life:  and  they  are  they  which  testify  of  me.” 
Such  are  the  conclusions  of  unerring  wisdom  and  infinite  love. 
This  doctrine  of  G-od’s  Word,  “  drops  as  the  rain,  and  distils 
like  the  dew it  cheers  alike  the  oak  of  the  forest,  and  the 
shrub  of  the  desert ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  rock  sing  for  it,  and 
they  shout  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 

To  you,  my  Christian  friends,  are  committed  these  Oracles 
of  G-od.  You  have  received  them,  not  as  “the  doctrines  and 
commandments  of  men,”  nor  as  “the  words  which  man’s 
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wisdom  teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  G-host  teacheth.” 
The  age  in  which  we  live  has  well  been  called  “the  age  of 
Bibles  ;”  it  is  a  lolty  eminence  which  it  thus  occupies  on  the 
ridge  ol  time.  It  was  a  great  thought  of  a  heaven-taught 
mind  which  first  conceived  the  design  of  thus  giving  a  free 
and  unfettered  circulation  to  the  Word  of  God.  When  it  was 
first  suggested  in  this  land,  that  in  our  humble  measure  we 
should  co-operate  with  the  Parent  Society  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  little  else  was  talked  of  but  the  approaching 
millennium !  It  is  not  easy  for  us  to  conceive  of  the  ardour 
and  zeal  which  were  expressed  by  the  old  and  the  young  in 
the  novel  enterprise.  Orators  spoke  of  it;  it  was  the  poet’s 
theme ;  the  pulpit  echoed  it ;  the  press  teemed  with  it ; 
mothers  spoke  of  it  to  their  children;  and  many  a  schoolboy 
rehearsed  the  words, 

“  The  seas  shall  waste,  the  skies  in  smoke  decay, 

Rocks  fall  to  dust,  and  mountains  melt  away ; 

But  fixed  Jus  Word,  his  saving  power  remains ; 

Thy  realm  for  ever  lasts ;  thy  own  Messiah  reigns.” 

There  was  a  glow  of  enthusiasm  in  the  public  mind  at  this 
union  of  different  religious  sects  in  the  Bible  Cause,  which 
was  a  new  feature  in  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  which  was 
hailed  as  of  brightest  augury.  I  have  seen  men  of  grey  hairs 
weep  over  it.  And  it  was  a  state  of  mind  that  was  necessary 
for  the  arduous  enterprise ;  a  delightful  preparative,  not  for 
the  dreamy  sentimentalism  which  looked  for  the  conversion  of 
the  world  in  a  day,  but  for  the  more  serious,  and  sober  and 
business-like  work  of  giving  it  the  Bible. 

In  that  glorious  work  you  have  long  been  associated. 
Woman’s  mission  is  evidently  one  of  love  and  mercy.  The 
world  is  a  debtor,  not  to  her  gentleness  only,  but  to  her  pa¬ 
tient  and  heroic  bearing  in  every  good  work.  Christianity  is 
a  debtor  to  her.  The  Church  of  God  cannot  dispense  with  her 
influence  ;  the  Bible  cannot  dispense  with  it.  It  looks  to  her 
to  implant  its  high-born  principles  in  the  early  seed-time  of 
human  life  ;  to  sink  them  deep  in  the  rich  and  mellow  soil ; 
to  watch  their  budding,  and  shelter  them  from  the  cold  blast ; 
and  when  its  fruits  are  ripe,  to  garner  them.  It  looks  to  her 
to  revive  the  seal  of  truth  where  it  lias  become  effaced  from 
the  manly  mind,  and  to  put  its  most  loved  and  heavenly  im¬ 
press  upon  the  spirit  of  this  rough  and  noisy  world. 

And  is  not  woman  herself  also  a  debtor  to  the  Bible?  If 
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she,  with  us,  owes  to  it  all  her  religious  character  and  hopes, 
does  she  not  also  owe  to  its  hallowed  and  guardian  influences 
the  honoured  place  so  cheerfully  awarded  her  in  Christian 
lands  ?  Let  her  history  in  every  unevangelized  portion  of  the 
globe  answer  this  question.  What  is  it  but  the  narrative  of 
her  degradation  and  bondage  ?  The  Bible  has  done  every¬ 
thing  for  woman.  She  cannot  dispense  with  the  yoke  it  puts 
upon  her,  nor  with  “  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  makes 
her  free.”  Her  piety,  her  philanthropy,  her  characteristic 
tenderness,  her  watchful  and  unwearied  love,  her  moral  power 
at  home  and  abroad,  are  all  cultivated  and  secured,  as  her 
own  heart  is  imbued  with  its  unearthly  spirit.  It  is  this 
which  makes  her  the  friend  of  God,  and  man’s  friend,  coun¬ 
sellor,  and  comforter.  It  is  her  highest  adornment;  an  orna¬ 
ment  of  grace  unto  her  head;  a  chain  of  gold  about  her  neck. 
It  is  no  forbidden  fruit  she  gathers,  when  she  plucks  this 
“  Tree  of  Life.”  It  is  her  own  “Paradise  regained,”  radiant 
with  the  light  of  heaven,  exhaling  its  fragrance,  sparkling 
with  its  dew,  and  inviting  her  to  deck  her  brow  with  garlands 
that  never  wither. 

Take  this  Bible  then,  my  honoured  friends,  and  make  it 
a  “  light  to  your  feet,  and  a  lamp  to  your  path.”  And  as  it 
illumines  you  on  your  own  heaven- ward  way,  seek  out  the 
recesses  it  has  never  penetrated,  there  to  light  up  the  thick 
darkness.  .This  is  a  safe  sphere  for  woman  to  occupy;  we 
may  boldly  advocate  it  as  one  of  “  woman’s  rights  ;”  it  is  her 
honour  to  occupy  it,  and  if  well  occupied,  it  will  be  her  joy 
and  crown.  If  this  plenary  revelation  from  God  is  not  suffi¬ 
cient  for  the  purposes  of  its  enemies,  it  is  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  its  friends.  If  it  is  not  intelligible  to  its  enemies, 
it  is  intelligible  to  its  friends.  We  never  supposed  that  Rome 
understood  it ;  how  should  she  when  she  forbids  men  to  read 
it?  There  are  millions  of  witnesses  anions;  the  common 
people,  that  it  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  its  Author  and 
man’s  salvation.  Bear  it  then  to  all  classes  of  men,  and 
to  every  variety  of  character.  Cfive  it  to  the  atheist ;  and  let 
him  learn  the  import  of  those  fearful  words,  “  having  no  hope, 
and  without  Grod  in  the  world.”  Give  it  to  the  thoughtless 
and  obdurate ;  peradventure  the  subduing  sentence  may 
strike  them,  “  Hearken  unto  me,  ye  that  are  stouthearted, 
and  far  from  righteousness;  behold,  I  bring  near  my  right¬ 
eousness,  and  my  salvation  shall  not  tarry.”  Give  it  to  the 
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anxious  and  burdened  sinner ;  and  it  will  tell  him  of  One 
who  says,  “Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
ladened,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.”  Give  it  to  the  tempted; 
and  they  will  learn  to  say,  “  Thou,  who  hast  showed  me  great 
and  sore  troubles,  shalt.  quicken  me  again,  and  bring  me  up 
from  the  depths  of  the  earth.”  Give  it  to  the  desponding ; 
and  yon  shall  hear  them  exclaim,  “  Why  art  thou  oast  down, 
0  my  soul?  and  why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me?  hope 
thou  in  G-od,  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him,  who  is  the  health  of 
my  countenance,  and  my  God.”  G-ive  it  to  the  rich;  that  it 
may  caution  them  against  “  loving  this  present  world,”  and 
counsel  them,  “  when  their  silver  and  their  gold  is  multiplied, 
and  all  they  have  is  multiplied,  that  their  heart  be  not  lifted 
up,  and  that  they  forget  not  the  Lord  their  G-od.”  G-ive  it  to 
the  poor;  and  it  shall  tell  them  of  him  who  delivers  “the 
poor  and  needy,  a  fid  him  that  hath  no  helper.”  G-ive  it  to 
the  afflicted;  and  it  will  teach  them  who  it  is  that  “  wounds, 
and  his  hands  make  whole,”  and  who  hath  “chosen  them  in 
the  furnace  of  affliction.”  The  young  shall  there  find  the 
sweet  truth,  “When  thou  goest,  it  shall  lead  thee ;  when  thou 
sleepest,  it  shall  keep  thee ;  and  when  thou  walkest,  it  shall 
talk  with  thee.  1  The  old  shall  there  find  the  cheering 
thought,  that  their  “grey  hairs  are  a  crown  of  glory,  if  found 
in  the  way  oi  righteousness.”  G-ive  it  too'  to  the  dying ;  and 
it  shall  illumine  the  shadows  of  death,  and  amid  the  dissolv¬ 
ing  of  the  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle,  point’them  to  “  a 
building  of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens.”  Then  carry  it  to  the  grave;  there  to  dry  the 
mourner’s  tears,  and  there  to  give  the  slumberer  the  assu¬ 
rance,  “I  am  the  resurrection,  and  the  life :  if  a  man  believe 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live,  and  he  that 
liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die.” 

The  grave  is  our  house.  I  have  not  counted  the  years, 
since,  in  other  days,  and  on  similar  occasions  it  was  my  priv¬ 
ilege  to  address  you. 

“  How  much  of  life,  life  cannot  see, 

Darts  onward  to  eternity.” 

They  have  been  years  during  which  time  has  produced  changes 
over  which  we  mourn ,  and  angels  rejoice.  The  American  Bi¬ 
ble  Society  was  formed  on  the  11th  day  of  May,  1816.  On 
the  14th  day  of  the  same  month,  the  New  York  Female  Aux- 
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iliary  Society  was  organized  in  the  City  Hotel.  Four  hun¬ 
dred  ladies  were  convened  ;  the  Constitution,  drawn  up  by  the 
late  Chancellor  Kent,  was  read  and  adopted ;  the  assembly  ad¬ 
dressed  by  the  Hon.  William  Jay,  and  a  clergyman  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  still  living  among  us ;  the  Managers  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  a  collection  of  $700  taken  up  on  the  spot.  The 
office  of  the  First  Directress  was  first  offered  to  the  late  Lady 
Mary  Watts,  who  declined  the  appointment ;  which  after¬ 
wards  devolved  on  the  late  Mrs.  John  E.  Caldwell.  The  So¬ 
ciety  was  thus  the  first  auxiliary  formed  in  the  country,  after 
the  organization  of  the  Parent  Institution ;  and  during  the 
first  year  of  its  existence  paid  over  to  the  Parent  Society  the 
liberal  donation  of  eleven  hundred  dollars. 

The  noble  women  who  founded  this  Institution — 

“  Death  lies  on  them,  like  an  untimely  frost 
Upon  the  sweetest  flowers  of  all  the  field.’’ 

Three  only  of  its  first  managers  remain.  Its  First  Directress, 
Mrs.  Caldwell;  its  Second  Directress,  Mrs.  Col.  Varick ; 
Mrs.  Dr.  Rodgers,  Mrs.  Hannah  Murray,  Mrs.  Cost,  Mrs.  Wm. 
/Jgden,  Mrs.  Ann  Ustick,  and  others  not  less  endeared,  live 
now  only  amid  that  “  great  cloud  of  witnesses”  that  com¬ 
passes  about  this  sacred  spot,  to  cheer  you  in  the  race,  and 
point  you  to  the  prize.  Ye  “  have  not  run  in  vain,  nor  labour¬ 
ed  in  vain.”  The  Bible  is  now  on  its  freest  and  most  unem¬ 
barrassed  course.  The  seed  is  now  scattered  throughout  so 
many  lands,  that  its  spreading  roots  already  begin  to  be  inter¬ 
twined,  and  its  overhanging  branches  to  touch  each  other  from 
the  different  and  opposite  sides  of  this  lost  world.  Like  lign- 
aloes  which  the  Lord  hath  planted,  they  skirt  the  pathway  of 
the  nations,  “  the  fruit  thereof  for  meat,  and  its  leaves  for 
medicine.” 

Your  field  of  labour  therefore  is  no  narrow  field  ;  it  is  the 
day  of  labour  only  that  is  circumscribed.  Employ  it  wisely  ; 
employ  it  faithfully.  It  is  rapid  and  silent  in  its  course  ;  but 
its  very  silence  speaks,  and  its  soft  echo  reaches  to  eternity. 
G-od  hears  it,  and  listens  as  it  tells  of  what  you  do,  and  what 
you  leave  undone.  It  will  be  no  grief  of  heart  to  you,  on  the 
bed  of  languishing,  that  you,  like  these  memoried  and  sacred 
sisters,  have  given  Cfo'd’s  Holy  Word  to  the  multitudes 
who  are  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge.  “Work,  while 
the  day  lasts,  for  the  night  cometh,  in  which  no  man  can 
work.” 
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“  Redeem  thine  hours  ;  the  space  is  brief; 

While  in  thy  glass  the  sand-grains  shiver; 

And  measureless  thy  joy  or  grief, 

When  time  and  thou  shall  part  for  ever.” 

Again  therefore,  we  say,  send  this  Sacred  Book  to  every 
tribe,  and  kindred,  and  tongue.  To  Jew  and  Gentile  send  it; 
to  bond  and  free  ;  to  sea  and  land  ;  till  the  “kingdoms  of  this 
world  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ,  and 
he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.”  No  book  will  then  be  hon¬ 
oured  like  this  Book  of  God.  On  that  day,  whefi  assembled 
generations  shall  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man,  this  Book  shall 
be  found,  with  its  seven  seals  opened  and  its  blood  of  sprink¬ 
ling  on  every  page,  chained  to  his  throne  as  the  perpetuated 
law  of  his  everlasting  government,  and  the  unaltered  char¬ 
ter  of  “that  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved.”  And  then 
shall  yon,  and  those  who  have  gone  before,  and  those  who 
shall  come  after  you,  lift  your  eyes  and  hearts  to  that  throne, 
and  say,  The  work  of  the  Bible  is  done  ! 
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VII.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  he  authorized  to  make  By-Laws  for 
their  own  government,  and  to  fill  up  any  vacancies  that  may  occur  among 
them  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  the  year  for  which  they 
are  appointed. 

VIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  prepare,  in  due  season,  a  re¬ 
port  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the  state  of  their  funds,  to  be  laid  before 
the  Society  at  their  annual  meeting. 

IX.  The  First  Directress,  at  her  own  pleasure,  or  at  the  request  of  three 
of  the  Managers,  may  at  any  time  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board,  or 
of  the  Society. 

X.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  or  amended,  without  the  con¬ 
currence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Society  present  at  the  annual 
meeting,  or  at  a  general  meeting  convened  for  the  purpose,  in  pursuance 
of  notice  given  ten  days  previously  thereto,  in  at  least  two  daily  news¬ 
papers  in  this  city. 
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1.  There  shall  be  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  first  Thursday 
of  every  month,  at  12  o’clock,  at  such  place  as  they  shall  adjourn  to,  ex¬ 
cept  as  they  may  otherwise  direct. 

2.  The  First  Directress,  or,  in  her  absence,  the  Second  Directress,  or,  in 
the  absence  of  both,  such  member  of  the  Board  as  may  be  appointed  for  the 
occasion,  shall  preside  at  all  its  meetings.  The  First,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Second  Directress,  shall  take  a  general  superintendence  of  the  Society. 

3.  At  the  opening  of  every  meeting  of  the  Board,  a  portion  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  selected  by  the  lady  presiding,  shall  be  read  by  her,  or  by  some 
Other  person  at  her  request. 

4.  As  soon  after  12  o’clock  as  five  members  shall  be  present,  the  chair 
shall  be  taken,  and  the  business  commence. 
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5.  Any  one  neglecting  to  attend  for  three  successive  months,  shall  he  re¬ 
minded  by  the  Board  of  such  breach  of  the  rules  of  the  Society,  and  request¬ 
ed  to  state  if  she  is  unavoidably  prevented  from  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the 

office. 

6.  A  depository  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  shall  be  established,  from 

which  no  books  shall  be  delivered  without  an  order  from  one  of  the  Secre¬ 
taries.  -  • 

7.  No  member  shall  quit  the  meeting  before  its  adjournment,  without 
giving  such  reasons  as  the  Board  may  deem  satisfactory  ;'nor  shall  any  lady 
unnecessarily  change  her  seat,  nor  hold  unnecessary  conversation  before 
the  Board  has  adjourned. 

*.  The  Treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  ;  and  whenever  duly  required,  shall  render  an  account  of  the  state  of  | 
the  funds.  She  shall  not,  without  an  order  of  the  Board,  pay  or  apply  1 
any  money's  of  the  Society. 

9.  It.  shall  V  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  conduct  the  I 
correspondence,  and,  in  due  season,  prepare  the  Annual  Report. 

10.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  record  the  minutes  of  the  Society.® 
She  shall  keep  a  register  of  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Society — shall  f 
keep  an  account  of  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  Bibles  are  given,  and  j 
lay  the  same  before  the  Board,  when  required. 

1 1 .  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Managers,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  procure  W 
subscriptions  and  donations  within  the  sphere  of  their  influence,  and  es-  ,1 
peciaily  in  the  churches  to  which  they  belong.  They  may  associate  with  1 
themselves  such  other  ladies  of  their  churches  as  they  shall  think  expedient  1 
to  assist  them,  or  adopt  such  other  mode  as  they  may  deem  1  „,t  calculated 
to  promote  the  end  of  their  appointment.  They  shall  keep  an  account,  injl 
a  book .  of  the  names  with  the  amount  of  each  Subscriber  to  the  Society,  1 
and  hand  it  over  in  due  time  to  the  Secretary. 

12.  The  moneys  coming  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Society  shall,  fromfl 
ume  to  time,  after  reserving  sufficient  to  pay  contingent  expenses,  be  all 
paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  “American  Bible  Society,”  with  the  jj 
condition,  that  this  Board  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  return,  from  their 
Board  of  Managers,  Bibles  at  the  lowest  price,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
three-fourths  of  the  sum  so  paid  over. 


